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THE ItAILUOAnS AXD THE PEOPLE.
Using for his Introductory the fact that

the Santa Fe recently filed a large mort-

gage in Kansas, PelTcr con-

structs an editorial in which he sets forth
what he conceives to be the chief cause
of complaint against the transportation
companies. It Is that the railroads not
only compel the people to pay Interest on

the true value of the railroad properties,

but .also upon debts created by the com-

panies far in excess of these values. He il-

lustrates hi3 claim by representing that
the true valuation of all such properties in
the United States Is but $3,000,000,000. where-

as they are capitalized at $11,000,000,000, and
then says: "The people havo to pay tolls
on the companies! debts as well as he
property used in their business. The goods
arp worth flvo and the people have to pay
charges on eleven."

This has long been the contention of the
anti-railro- crusaders, and there Is noth-

ing new In Mr. Feller's article, but it is
surprising that a man who Is supposed to
be fairly well informed should fall Into
such an error. However, it Is but another
example of the unfair, not to say purpose-

ly 'false, arguments used on every occasion
by the Populist leaders, and the misstate-
ment here may not be due sp much to the
writers ignorance as .jto ,hT Intolerable

'political prejudice.
In the first place, the railroads of the

United States are not capitalized In the
sum of six billions more than their true
value. Mr. Pcffer has invented these fig-

ures, for they are to be found in nS repu-

table book of statistics. In the second
" place, the people are not taxed to pay In-

terest on the true value and the excess
value combined, s been many years
since Uie railroads' of the country earned
enough to paj' even a moderate rate of
Interest on their assessed value, let alone
their true or capitalized value. In the last
year for which the Interstate' commerce
commission has given us statistics the rail-

roads of the country wcro capitalized at
$10,963,000,000. distributed as follows: Cap-

ital stock, ,4,961.000,000: funded debt or bonds,
$1,611,000,000;" and miscellaneous debts to fill
up the balance. This amounts to $62,000 a
mile for the whole railroad 'system of the
country, and a congressional committee
which investigated a few years ago re-

ported that tliis was not far away from the
Bum that would be required to replace
the properties. So much for the charge of
overcapitalization.

In the last year reported by the Interstate
commerce commission it was found that 71

per cent of the capital stock paid no divi-

dends at all; that of the 29 per cent which
paid dividends, the very-highe- was 6 per
cent; that of the bonds more than 17 per
cent-pai- d no dividends, and that for the
year the whole railroad system, after pay-
ing operating expenses and fixed charges,
found Itself confronted with a deficit of
$23.o31.000. So far from compelling the peo-

ple to pay interest on excess or double val
ues the railroads of the country did not In
the year given earn enough to pay the In-

terest on the bonds which in total are a
far less sum than the. true value of the
properties, even as given by Mr. Feffcr.

The railroad companies, at lcastthose In
the West, have never set up the right to
earn interest on alPot their bonds, stocks,

. and. other .divisions Of, capitalization,
their property. In

thef Nebraska rale 'Case carried to the su-
preme court It was hold that the companies
had the right to cam a fair Interest on the
value or their plants, and the doctrine
was distinctly enunciated that stato legis-
latures were bound. In passing rato laws,
only by this limitation. Mr. Peffer would
have his readers believe that quite the con-

trary Is tho established law and practice,
and that under the rulings of our highest
court there Is no power to stop tho collec-
tion from the people of money with which
to pay inlerest on any fictitious or exces-
sive capitalization.

Mr. Teffer has named the Santa Fc nnd
Is addressing himself to the people of Kan-
sas with the aim of convincing them that
this road is taking extortionate profits. By
consulting the late report of the state
board of railroad commissioners we dis-
cover that tho net earnings of-th- road
for the year 1S97, tho most prosperous In
Its history, were but I4 per cent on a
valuation of $30,000 a mile, a low valua
tion as all must admit. This result Is ob
tained by allowing to Kansas her pro rata
share of all the business passing through
or in any way connected with that state's
mileage. When we come to the business
belonging solely to Kansas (Including Kan
sas City, however, as a Kansas point) it
Is found that the net earnings of the Santa
To for this year amounted to only 1 per
cient on a valuation of but $1S,000 per mile.
To put It In another way, the property of
this road In Kansas Is nsw-sse- d for taxa-
tion at an average of $7,233 per mile, and
the net revenues on the business done be-

tween Kansas points. Including Kansas
City, were but 2 per cent on such
assessed valuation.

In the light of these statistics-statist- ics

which arci 'contained fn the official publica-

tions Of Kansas and the nation, and which
ought to be Very familiar to Mr. Peffer it
Is difficult to understand where' he gels au-

thority for the belief that 'the people have
U pay. tolls on the companies' debts as
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well as property used, in their business."
It Is a fact that the railroads of the United
States have not been earning fair interest
on even a small portion of their capital.
During the six years spent by Mr. Peffer
In the upper house of congress years spent
In exploiting many of the bad policies in
government which brought our country to
prostration the railroads went through
wholesale bankruptcy such as visited no
other industry. If they are now partici-
pating a little In returned prosperity it
should be a matter of gratlllcatlon to all
right thinking men, for in no other busi-
ness in our land did hard times swallow
up so much capital that was totally lost.
At any rate they arc entitled to just, if not
sympathetic, treatment in the public jour-
nals, and the Populist crusade against
them, ought to come to an end.

THE DEEP REPORT.
The authorized summary of tho beef in-

quiry board's report does not reveal any
essential facts not set forth in the care-
ful forecast of a few days ago, but there
arc some additional details.

First of all, the charge made by General
Miles that refrigerated beef supplied to
the army had been treated chemically, or
"embalmed" the most sensational charge
made by the commander of the army is
not sustained. It is found that canned
beef Is not a good army ration for con-

tinuous use, but that the character of this
ration Is the same as that of the canned
beef supplied to commerce. Its unfitness,
so far as the beef discussion bears, was
In its too free use In a hot climate. Gen-

eral Miles is sustained on the lesser of his
two sensational charges and stands guilty
of misrepresentation on the other. He is
formally censured only for not having
more promptly reported to the government
his information concerning both canned
and refrigerated beef. Tills censure was
inevitable from the first.

General Eagan is censured for too large
purchases of canned beef, and this censure
is justified by the testimony as to its un-

fitness for a continuous ration In a hot
climate. The packers are held blameless
for conditions of canned beef, and, of
course, the finding as to refrigerated beef
relieves them of the charge of "embalm-
ing."

It Is evident that the board of Inquiry
has placed censure only where it was ab-

solutely necessary, doubtless with a view
to saving all concerned as much as possi-
ble from tho disgrace of exposing their
faults. Certainly If there had been a de-

sire to give General Miles as severe a
rebuko as tho circumstances would per-

mit, much could have been said against his
attack upon the government through the
newspapers Instead of making his com-

plaints to the war department, where they
belonged. The recommendation, too, that
no further proceedings be taken, is evi-

dence of generosity. It is certainly true
that for other than most flagrant fault3
the publication of tho facts Is severe dis-

cipline, at least in a military investigation,
for, generally speaking, there is a vast dif-

ference between military pride and other
kinds.

The yellow journals that have defended
Miles from the first are saying little about
the "embalmed" beef business these days.
They stick to the canned roast beef ques-
tion, insist that the man they exploited
has been vindicated, and charge the board
directly or indirectly with having started
out to do a certain thing and having done
it regardless of the evidence. They pro-
fess, too, that they are unable to account
for censure of Miles, since his charges
as to canned beef have been sustained.
But no matter. The country places high
confidence in the members of this board
and their findings, regardless of the one-
sided attacks of the yellow journals.

THE WESTPORT SCHOOL ELECTION.
The voters of Wcstport will have an op-

portunity y to ratify the action of the
school boards of that city and Kansas City
proper as to the annexation of the West-po- rt

schools. It Is believed that this elec-
tion, which Is a necessary formality to a
general consolidation of tho schools of
Greater Kansas City, will result in an al-

most unanimous vote for the ratification,
and yet this very confidence may lead to
indifference. Every voter of tho old bor-
ough of Wcstport should cast a ballot to-

day. The annexation of the schools is de-

sirable not only because It will bring under
one general, administration
all of tho schools of the extended Kansas
City, but because it Is to the interest of
the taxpayers of Wcstport to effect the
consolidation. Thero certainly can bo no
valid educational or economical reason why
the schools should not bo consolidated, and
there arc many reasons why they should
be. It must not bo forgotten, though, that
there Is-- possibility of defeat through the
Indifference of those who would be both
surprised and chagrined it the election
should go tho wrong way.

As to the business side of the situation,
that Is fully covered by the statement fiom
the Wcstport school board, published yes-

terday, showing tho comparative taxation
of Kansas City and Wcstport for the past
seven years. The Wcstport assessments for
this period have averaged IS cents on the
$100 valuation more than the averago of
Kansas City taxation for tho same time.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

It would be a great joke on Andrew Car-
negie If the country shouldn't go to dot
struction after all.

It is all right for the Missouri legislature
to bo on guard, but it shouldn't be on the
national guard with both feet.

We are prepared to read in the dispatches
almost any day now that General Otis is
about to move on "the Filipino capital."

Notwithstanding his many aquatic per-

formances tho promotion of young Fun-
ston has not caused his head to swim.

Mr. Bryan Is compelled to glare very in-

tently at Imperialism in order to avoid
seeing the many evidences of prosperity at
home.

Those big expansion mass meetings In
Chicago make that lltle affair of the col-

lege professors look like 30 cents In Mexi-

can money.

As a guardian of his country against
the dangers of manifest destiny the Hon.
John Sherman seems to have gone to sleep
on his beat.

The "standing room only" notice has not
yet been posted In the vestibule of Hon.
J. Sterling Morton's new party. It seems
there are a few scats left.

President McKlnley must be careful. He
would feci decidedly cheap If Governor
Thomas should take Colorado under his
arm and walk out of the Union.

Those who have observed the course of
the present legislature will havo no dlfficul- -
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ty in understanding why this state con-

tinues to be referred to as "poor old Mis-

souri."
Just what measures Governor Thomas

will take Is not known, but It is suspected
that he will call tho Colorado legislature
together and Impeach the president and
secretary of war.

The yellow sheets aro yelping that the
president was afraid to remove Miles. And
so he was, in the same sense that the court
is afraid to hang a convict who has only
been guilty of criminal libel.

The Republican orators are not doing
much talking at present, but tho bank
clearings, the records of exports and the
Increases of wages are making eloquent
Republican campaign arguments.

A higher testimonial to the wisdom and
fairness of the beef board's report could not
be desired than tho unqualified condem-
nation of tho yellow journals. Tho board
should feel handsomely complimented.

The report that Admiral Dewey Is in per-

fect health is gratifying, but it would be
well for him to toughen up by taking a
course of athletic training before coming
home to meet his admiring countrymen.

We are inclined to think that notwith-
standing his energy and enterprise General
Fred Funston will not be able to fill the
offices of governor. United States senator
and vice president all at one and the same
time.

Hon. Billy Bryan Is not insisting on his
original 'proposition that wheat and silver
are running mates, but he wants it under-
stood that silver and Bryan are still run-

ning mates. However, neither is making
much of a run.

The sessions of the Trans-Mississip-

congress are always interesting, but the
presence'of President McKlnley will make
the forthcoming one at Wichita unusually
so. The president thinks ho will be able
to attend this gathering on his trip through
the West.

General Mcrrltt says ho hugs himself sa

he is an American citizen, and the
Washington Post suggests that he might
"ieava that to his pretty young wife."
But his pretty young wifo has her hands
full or rather her arms full In hugging
him for other reasons.

The report that the Kansas state fair
.ias offered General Funston and the
Twentieth Kansas $1,000 to swim the Ar-

kansas river to "show how it was done"
Is too absurd to be true, of course. The
fair managers should lose no time in deny-
ing the ridiculous story.

KANSAS TOPICS.

No PolltlcH for Funston.
The two Kansas men who have been

closer to General Fred Funston than any-

one else aro C. S. Gleed, of Topeka, and
C. F. Scott, of Iola. Mr. Gleed is confi-

dent that nothing could be more distaste-
ful to Funston than political life, and he
feels sure that circumstances cannot in-

duce tho young soldier to become a candi-

date for any office. Mr. Scott agrees with
this opinion. In an editorial in his Iola
Register he says: "As a matter of fact,
it would be a punishment instead of a re-

ward to push Fred Funston into politics.
We do not want to be misunderstood. If
Fred Funston decides after he comes home
that he would like, to take a turn in poll-tic- s,

this paper will bo for him for any-

thing ho wants. But for heaven's sake let
the boy alone now! Don't force upon him
the humiliating alternative of either de-

clining an office to which he has not yet
been elected, or keeping still and giving
out the impression that he wants some-

thing. He Is the" central and heroic figure
now on the stage of the grandest drama
this world has to show, the battlefield; do
not keep shrieking at him that he must
hurry and get off of it and come down
into tho pit of politics the pit and the
miry clay.

"Let tho boy alone."

Determined to Cut Ice.
In connection with the possibility of

General Funston having a political ambi-
tion, J. W. Gleed tells a story which gives
much insight Into tho character of the
man. Gleed was In New York on the day
Funston sailed away to join tho insurgent
forces In Cuba, and accompanied him to
the steamer to say good-b- While tho
pair were talking at the steamer landing
Funston spoke of his probable future and
said:

"Willis, I havo no ambition to get rich.
I wouldn't go into politics for anything.
I am afraid I havo no settled aim or clear-
ly seen ambition. But nevertheless I want
to cut some ice in the world, and I Intend
to keep hustling until my time comes."

This yearning to cut ice has been mani-

fest in all the movements of the restless,
tireless, always moving young Kansas sol-

dier. He has searched for his opportunity
from tho Arctic to the equator. Never
staying anywhero long, he has dropped
one thing after another in a fashion that
made his friends fear lie was a change-

ling and unstable. But now they begin to
comprehend that it was the eagerness and
frctfulncss of a mighty ambition, and that
what they deplored in him was tho very
characteristic that was to lead him on to
glory. At last, 10,000 miles away from home,
ho found a chance to cut tho ice of his
ambition, and in cutting he cut

George Peck's Tribute.
George R. Peck loses none of his inter-

est in Kansas history and Kansas people.
In sending J. W. Gleed a generous con-

tribution to the Alford memorial, now be-

ing raised among the alumni and faculty
and regents and of the univer-
sity, Mr. Peck says:

"I need not tell you with what pride I
have watched the career of the Twentieth
Kansas, and now that the whole world is
ringing with Its praises, I try to take some
llttlo glory for myself, because I once was
a citizen of that great stato. I did not
know Lieutenant Alford personally, but I
knew his father and his associates and
his friends in Lawrence and at tho uni-

versity, and I feel in respect to his death
as If some boy of my own neighborhood
had fallen.

"The country needs, as you havo sug:
gestcd, tablets to the memory of the young
scholars who have given their lives for
their country. I am glad of the oppo-
rtunity to be one of those who will contrib-
ute to placing a permanent memorial in
the university to the memory of this gal-

lant young hero who was the first alum-
nus to die in battle."
Antl-Grnng- er GrlmshniT Dead.
' H. H. Grimshaw. a unique character, died
at Paola. one day last week. For many
years Mr. Grimshaw had been proprietor
of a hotel that was noted far and wide for
Its neat appearance, and good .fare. It. was
not a hotel In fact, but a homo at which

the public might put up. Some years ago
Mr. Grimshaw highly offended the farmers
of his neighborhood by printing and cir-
culating a business card which contained
tho following scale of rates for his tav-
ern: "Grangers, $3 a day; actors, $2.30 a
day; traveling men and other citizens, $2 a
day" He did not want tho farmers' cus-
tom and took this means to drive it anv.y-succee- dlng

in his aim, as may well be un-

derstood.
Something; New In "History."

A man In Haskell county has written a
history of Kp.nsas and made it a candidate
before the stato schoolbook commission
for selection as a textbook in the public
schools. Tho value of this work may be
best appreciated after leading the follow-
ing paragraph from ono of its chapters:

"Up to this date Kansas had now had
nine governors, and as the next campaign
was also a presidential campaign, the peo-

ple took great interest In the speaking upon
the Issues brought forward by both polit-
ical parties. Contrary to all expectation
the state went Democratic and elected
John A. Martin as governor."

Brave I.Icutennnt "Warner.
Cliarles E. Warner, who has just been

commissioned as second lieutenant on the
recommendation of General Fred Funston,
enlisted as a private at Fo.-- t Scott. In all
the battles in which the Twentieth Kan-

sas engaged he served as orderly to the
colonel, and a letter to the Fort Scott
Monitor relates that he hung to the heels
of Funston through thick and thin. He
was wounded, not seriously, at the same
time Funston received a bullet through his
hand. He is a son of W. E. Warner,
cashier for the Missouri Pacific at Fort
Scott.
The Wounded Ofllecrs.

Mrs. Jessie Haussorman, who is with
her husband. Lieutenant Hausserman.
in the Philippines campaign, writes to the
wife of Captain Adna Clarke In Lawrence
that the captain is recovering from his se-

rious wound and will soon be around again.
Speaking of the other wounded, Mrs.
Hausserman says that Major Metcalf was
shot through tho foot, but refused to leave
the fighting line and led his battalion to
tho end of the battle. Which shows what
kind of a man It is that has been pro-

moted to command tho regiment, and
makes Kansas confident that In the fu-

ture her lighting boy3 will lose none of
their line reputation.

Cnn "Write If He Wants To.
Naturally there is a great deal of Fun-

ston literature In the Kansas papers now.
A paper having remarked recently that the
only fear Kansas had was that the gen-

eral might go to writing for the magazine,
the Emporia Gazette comments as fol-

lows:
"Why so? Ho is a good writer. He

made a living off the trade of writing
before ho learned 'the gentle art of mur-
dering.' He was paid 3 cents a word lor
his stuff by Scribner's four years ago; the
Century Company has bought his stuff.
Harper's have printed it. Why should he
stop now that he has something of general
interest to write about? A cablegram left
Emporia last night that cost nearly $30

ofTcring Funston his own price for a mag-

azine article for tho best paying magazine,
in the world. The captains of the ships
that won at Santiago havo written their
stories for a magazine. General Wheeler
has published a book. Why shouldn't Fun-
ston return to his old trade? He can turn
out $3,000 a year as a writer; why should
ho throw it over his shoulder?"

Compliment From the Colonel Mnjor.
Everyone in Kansas knows Hon. Jack

Harris, statesman, of Ottawa, and there will
bo state-wid- e appreciation of his equestrian
abilities as thus set forth by Colonel Ma-

jor Jcltz, of Topeka: .

"One of the finest horseback riders In
Otawa, is Hon. J. P. Harris, banker and
postmaster of that burg, and a prominent
member of the G. A. R. Mr. Harris is a
veteran of tho lato war, whllo ho might
have been a privato in the rear ranks of
military tactics he is, however, one of the
finest looking men, and a more graceful
rider could not have been found in our late
war, who equals him.

"His past time or moments is horseback
riding and while in the city a few days ago
wo beheld the postmaster on a fine black
horse, whose mane was long and beautiful,
the bushy tail of this beautiful fine bred
steed, and with its swift movements as
Hon. J. P. Harris sped from South Main
across to the North side, made everyone
who witnessed tho beautiful steed and
graceful rider to marvel and admire. Of
course the spectacle was ono no doubt to
be envied by some, and who wouldn't? It
was a fine sceno. General Miles wouldn't
equal this appearance."

MISSOURI POINTS.

An ldenl Spine.
"That's tho right kind of a backbone to

have," remarks the Springfield Republican
in commendation of tho declaration of
Chairman Akins that tho state committee
will demand tho appointment of thirteen
Republican census supervisors, and will
get them or have nono at all.

Significant Symptoms.
A Boone county Sunday school teacher,

of whom the Columbia Herald tells, not
long ago gave her class a rather graphic
description of how Eve was created from
the rib of Adam. "Mamma," said tho
youngest member of the class that same
evening, pressing his hand to his side,
"I'm afraid I'm going to have a wife."

Everybody Indorses" It.
No matter how severe, and doubtless

well .deserved, tho criticism of the legisla
ture for its sins of omission and commls
sion during the present session, a disposi-
tion on Its part to show favor and liberal-
ity in Its treatment of Missouri's great
university should be encouraged and com-

mended by every patriotic citizen, regard-
less of partisan bias.

Hardly a Fair Divide.
Democratic Brother Green, of tho Brook-fiel- d

Argus, continues to take a most
gloomy view as to the benefit likely to
accrue to the public from the $300,000 or so
which It is presumed tho beer law will
skin the brewers out of. He remarks:
"Governor Stephens has signed the beer
bill, and consequently it will become a
law and will give the state $3,000 or $1,000

for bettering the roads."

Will Joplln Die I'p?
The road agents employed by Colonel

Sam Cook in his capacity as official hat
passer for tho national Democratic com-

mittee are not modest in their demands
for contributions for the benefit of the
heaven born ratio on the part of the
faithful. One of them was In Joplln Sat-
urday) the Herald the
supporters of the 16 to 1 idea and Intimat

ing that the incense fund for the holy
cause should be fattened at least $1,500 in
that prosperous locality.

Dcmoerntn Arc Up Against It.
The desperate straits to which the Dem

ocratic organs are reduced In their efforts
to hoodwink their readers into a belief that
the prosperity so evident on every hand
does not actually exist are well illustrated
in a recent labored attempt on the part of
one of their ablest and most influential
Missouri newspapers to show that the sale
by the city of Carrollton a few days ago
of a lot of low rate school bonds at a.

premium not only was no symptom of
prosperity, but might easily bo Interpreted
as demonstrating "a condition of dullness
that Is deplorable."
Oddities of an Old Ordinance.

Forty years last week tho town of Provi-
dence, In Boone county (which now Isn't
able to maintain even the rank of a vil
lage In point of population), having just
become incorporated, enacted a number of
ordinances. One of them, which defined
misdemeanors, prohibited card playing in
grocery stores or where spirituous or vi-

nous liquors are sold, under a line of $3;

provided a $13 penalty for the selling of
liquor to a slave without written orders:
forbade "firing of pistols or guns above
high water mark except for killing beef,
dog or game for food, or for shooting a
dog:" stipulated for "ten stripes on bare
back, well laid on by the marshal." as a
punishment for drunken slaves, and pro-

hibited the gathering of slaves In numbers
of more than five, under penalty of five
to fifteen stripes.
Liken Ills Navy Job In Cuba.

Lacy Prather, a Boone county boy who
enlisted in the United States navy a year
ago, finds service as Uncle Sam's sailor-ma- n

far from unpleasant thus far. "I
have been all over the ruins of Morro
castle that you have heard so much
about," ho writes his father from Santi-
ago. Cuba, "and have seen most of the
sunken Spanish ships and also the Mcrrl-ma- c.

While on shore I saw the big tree
under which the surrender was made, and
was In the Spanish trenches. I inclose a
pieco of wood that came from the cell
that Hobson occupied while a Spanish pris-

oner. The cell la at tho top of the castle.
At Loquia, South America, I saw a very
exciting Spanish bull fight. I saw many
other things of Interest also. The weather
is very warm here, but we have plenty to
eat and not much to do and very little
clothes to wear so we get along very nice-

ly."
He Fell, lint Roue Again.

There is an interesting story connected
with the recent restoration of Rev. Mr.
W. Y. B. Wilkie, by unanimous vote of
the presbytery at St. John's, Fla., to his
former position as a minister of the Pres-
byterian church. Fifteen years ago Mr.
Wilkie, then pastor of tho Presbyterian
church in Columbia, was upon trial in the
presbytery .of Missouri and found guilty of
drunkenness and suspended from the min-

istry. Leaving Columbia Mr. Wilkie went
to Florida and has since then led a quiet,
retired life teaching. His character since
then has been unblemished and his many
kind deeds havo been commented upon by
all who camo within the circlo of his ac-

quaintanceship. Several efforts have been
made to restore him to the. ministry, but
without avail. A few weeks ago, however,
a memorial from Rev. Mr. J. R. Bridges,
supplemented by an eloquent appeal from
Rev. Mr. W. W. Elwang and a petition
from tho officers of the Columbia church,
caused the presbytery of Missouri to trans-
fer the case to tho presbytery of St. John's
within the bounds of which Mr. Wilkie
resides. This presbytery restored him to
office.

Tronhled Abnnt Prosperity.
rrnm the Indianapolis Journal.

Papers of the ultra Bryan and Populist
variety are beginning to be troubled about
tho good times. They seem to realize the
forco of the remark of Mayor Taggart last
fall, that a Democratic victory cannot bo
expected as long as good times continue.
Therefore they declare that tho good times
aro deceptive that thero will be no real
prosperity until tho United States perfects
a vast silver-bullio- n trust by legislating to
stamp every 43 cents' worth of It $1. To
them the outlook Is not cheerful, and so
they make It as cheerless as they can.

Unfortunately for such cliques and news-
papers, but fortunately for the country, the
people know better. Most of them read
newspapers, and when in ono Issue, as was
the case on Monday, they read that 4,000
wage-earne- in Cleveland had their wages
advanced from 5 to 20 per cent, that 13,000
ironworkers in Birmingham, without solici-
tation, were given an advance of from 10
to 13 per cent, and that advances were an-
nounced in Reading, Pa., Springfield, O.
and other places, most people will come to
tho conclusion that prosperity of the sub-
stantial sort has come very generally.

One of theso papers declares that the
prosperity Is artificial, having been' manip-
ulated by Senator Hanna for political pur-
poses. Ho is the bold, bad man who Is
inciting employers In extensive industries
all over tho country to Increase wages and
to make it appear that there Is an unprece-
dented demand for all the staples of the
country. Thereat they Invent somo new
story designed to show the depravity of
the man.

The Journal is not an admirer of Sena-
tor Hanna. Doubtless lie does not enro a
fig, but the Journal has never taken to
him. For that reason and others we would
warn the agitated Bryan-Populi- st editor
that he may overdo tho Hanna talk. There
is more labor seeking men to perform it
than thero has ever been in the country
before. Workers are getting millions more
as wages each week than they did three
years ago. Never before did two-thir- of
a million of men have their wages In-

creased without asking. Now, if all these
people whoso condition has beon Improved
by the better times should be persuaded by
the Bryan-Populi- st editors that Senator
Hanna has brought It about he would he
the most popular man In the land. He
could have anything he desired at the
hands of tlioso people. What if they
should make Senator Hanna a populat
dol? Dreadful thought!

Coming Aronnil to McKlnley.
From the Chicago Tribune.

The committee of Republican house mem-

bers appointed to draft a currency reform
1111 has finished Its work. The measure
it has prepared will be submitted soon to a
committee of Republican senators, of
which Senator Allison is chairman. If ap-

proved of it will be laid before the senate
and house caucuses next winter, and will
probably bo ratified by them. In that
event Its enactment into a law may be
counted on.

Tho narrow escape tho country had from
a debased currency and consequent de-

struction of credits between 1K93 and 1R37

so terrified many persons as to cause them
to believe that by radical or revolutionary
changes alone could tho possibility of dis-

aster at a futuro day be averted. An
urgent demand was made for the abandon-
ment of the old currency system In toto
for the cancellation of greenbacks, for the
melting down of most of the silver dollars
and the sale of the bullion, and for the
granting permission to the banks to Issue
an asset currency. President McKlnley,
being a deliberate, cool-head- man, did
not Jump at the conclusion that to avert
danger everything must be changed. He
confined himself to recommending modi

fications of the present system, notably
that greenbacks redeemed In 'gold should
not be paid out again except for gold.

The changes he suggested In 1SS7 were
characterized then as "hopelessly inade-
quate" by tho supporters of radical meas-
ures:. Nevertheless, the mass of the people
seem to have accepted his views. Tho

caucus committee has done .
after its members have consulted their
constituents. Thanks to tho conservatism
of tho president, no rash currency reform
schemo Is to be enacted or Is to be recom-
mended by the Republican party. No at-
tempt Is to be made by that party to sub
stitute for notes based on government
bonds notes made a first lien on commer-
cial assets held by banks.

It is not known whether the bill con-
tains a provision for the payment of all
government obligations in gold coin In-

stead of "coin." If It does not It should.
For when the government is thus com-
mitted to the gold standard there cannot
be a change to an Inferior currency with-
out the concurrent action of the president
and both houses of congress. As the law
13 now, a free silver president could give
orders to his secretary of the treasury
which might have a damaging effect on
the credit of the currency. The reaffirma-
tion of the gold standard counts for mote
than the establishment of a bureau of Is-
sue and redemption.

A Young Men's Widow Club.
From the Chicago TImcs-Ileral-

In spite of Hie earnest admonition of the
cider Mr. Weller to his son Sam to "be-
ware of vidders." a club has been organ
ized at Peoria composed of young men who
pledge themselves to marry none but wid-
ows. Over the threshold of this club will
be nailed the words that will till the hearts
of the marriageable spinsters with unutter
able grief. "None but widows need apply."

It Is difficult to discern a rational motive
for the organization of such a club. Sure-
ly the widows arc not in need of any move-
ment of this character to force widowhood
to a premium in the matrimonial market.
The widows are doing fairly well without
any club of this kind to shake the con-
nubial plumtree for them. Having been
through the campaign once they have
marked all the outposts and bulwarks.
They know where the blockhouses and

are located, and as for barb-wir- e

fences, there Is nothing so easy for
them. They possess the strategy that
comes from experience, and when they be-

gin to wigwag terms of surrender to the
besieged it is useless to throw any more
shells. The sable trappings of grief do not
interfere with the prompt formation of new
alliances, and even the other kind of wid-
ows allow no grass to grow under their
feet.

We are given to understand that sympa-
thy for the widows was the impelling mo-

tive in the organization of the club. We
fear It is a case of mistaken solicitude on
the part of the young gentlemen of Peoria.
The statistics of matrimony furnish abund-
ant proof that the widows are perfectly ca-

pable of taking care of themselves; and
they generally know what they want- - You
can fool some of the widows part of the
time, but you can't fool all the widows all
the time. As a matrimonial bureau or
clearing house for widows the Peoria club
has no excuso for existence.

The Inventing Devil.
I'rom the New York Sun.

The Democratic newspapers are full of
heated remarks about trusts, but an es-

teemed Missouri contemporary, the Jeffer-
son City Tribune, gives the simplest and
clearest history and explanation of them:

"The trust is an invention of the modern
devil."

Trusts being an Invention of business, It
is plain that business is the modern devil,
denounced as the money devil by the Dem-

ocrats and appearing of lato In the form of
trusts. Business and the Democratic party
can't agree.

The Jefferson City Tribune, and every
other truly Democratic journal' that comes
to this office, is hot against this Invention
of the modern devil and Insists that it
must be exorcised and laid by the next
Democratic national convention. As our
Missouri demonologist puts it, there must
be added to the Chicago platform "prompt
recognition of the dangers of trusts and
the vigorous demand for their Immediate
regulation and control." The prompt rec-

ognition is easy enough and so 13 tho vig--

orous demand, but exactly how aro federal
regulation and control of this devil's in-

vention, duly licensed by the state legis-
latures, to be had? We hear much cheery
vagueness about driving the devil's inven-
tion out of international and interstate
commerce, but if tho Democrats mean
business they ought to take tho devil by
the horns. The state legislatures aro the
criminals against whom tho devil hunters
should go forth.

Why not abolish state legislatures?
Haven't the Democrats the courage to light
the devil In his favorite lair?

Stoppings Debt Paying.
From the Philadelphia Tress.

Great Britain and tho United States are
this year following the same financial pol-

icy. Both havo suspended debt-payin-

Tho United States should bo paying oft
about $40,000,000 of its debt yearly. It Is
paying oft none and has paid none for
over six years. In order to cope with a
deficit Sir Michael Hicks-Beac- h, the En-

glish chancellor of the exchequer, has de-

termined to reduce by $10,000,000 the sum
which should go to the sinking fund. Both
nations aro therefore taking the same
course and both for the same reason heavy
military expenditure.

For a third of a century this country has
been paying off Its debt on an unexampled
scale, and it ought to continue to do so.
No American believes in a permanent debt.
At the earliest possible moment expendi-
ture should be reduced and revenue In-

creased so as to provide for the sinking
fund on tho scale required by tho cove-

nant with bondholders. European countries
havo slopped paying debts and yearly sink
deeper in tho slough of indebtedness. En-

gland and tho United States have paid otT

their debts, England slowly nnd this coun-

try rapidly. Neither can afford a different
course, and whatever England docs the
United States ought by another year to re-

sume its payments on the sinking fund.

Early Accustnned to Hnrdshlp.
From the Chicago Record.

The current story to the effect that Gen-

eral Funston when a boy voluntarily read
the speeches in the Congressional Record
Is evidently designed as further evidence
that the Kansas leader's hardihood and
resolution were inborn.

A Necessary Preliminary.
From the Chicago Tlmes-lleral-

The disarmament congress can't hope to
make much headway until Funston and
the Twentieth Kansas are sent home.

IVhnt Angered Her.
From the Chicago Tost.

"Ella seems to be very much provoked
about something. I think Mr. Brown must
have tried to kiss her while they were in
the conservatory."

"On the contrary." replied Ella's dearest
friend, with that air of wisdom that comes
from a thorough knowledge of the matter
under discussion. "I think the trouble is
that he didn't."

What She Said.
From the Yonkers statesman.

"I would like a straw with this lemo-

nade." said the lady at the table.
"Hey?" ejaculated the waiter, who was

hard of hearing.
"No; straw, I said."

The Family Solon.
From Judge.

"My dear." said Mrs. Tenspot to her hus-
band, "what Is the size of the earth?"

"Oh, there's enough of It to go around."
replied Mr. Tenspot. who Is expert at con.
ceallng his ignorance-

RAIN IN THE HEART.

"Into each life some rain muit tall."

It this were all oh! If this were all.
That Into each lire tome rain must tall.
There were fewer noba In the poet's rhyme.
There were fewer wrecks on the ahorea c! una.
Put tempenta of wo dah oTer the lout
Sine the winds of anguish we cannot control;
And shock after sheck are we called to bear.
Till the llpa are white with the heart's despair.

The shores of time with wrecks are strews.
Unto the ear comi erer a moan
Wrecka of hope that set sail with glee.
Wrecks of lose sinking rf Idly.

Many are hid from the human eye:
Only Jod knoweth how deep thy He;
Only Oel heard whn aroee the priyr,
"Help me to bear oh help m to bar."
"Into eaih life some rain must fait"
If this w.re all oh' It this were all:
Yet there'a a refuge from storm and blast
Olorla Tatrl we'll raca at U.
ne atronsc. be strong, to my heart 1 cry.
The pearl In the wounded sh oVth !!;
Days of sunshine are glren to alt.
Though "Into each life some rain must falf

The Humbler Paei&

K.

Now hide the Cowers beneath th snow.
And winter shall not find thra;

Their ssfety nooks h cannot know;
They ift no tracks behind them.

The mil. brooks keep Yrr still.
Far In their ice boms lying:

Lt winter sk them where h will.
Thr'a no chance far hts spying.

Gene are the birds: thy'r hiding; wa;r
Th winter nerer searches;

Sale n the balmy Sotith'rn air.
iney sing on sunlit prena.

But comes the spring at last to look
For all her playmates hidden.

And cne by one Bower, bird and brook
Shall from Ita place b bldln.

Frank Dempster Ehemaa.

SYMPATHY.

For 'ti3 some aie our sorrows to rMeal.
If they to whom we shall impart our woes

Seem but to feel a part of what we fel.
And meet us with sigh but at the close.

S. DinlsL

OF CURRENT INTEREST.

Noted Feminine Stage Driver.
Mrs. G. P. Greenfield, of Colorado

Springs. Cnl.. will drive a stagecoach at
the world's fair in Paris, cracking the whip
over six prancing white horses. Managers
of the exhibition have just closed a con-
tract with this enterprising woman to
drive visitors about the grounds In true
Western style. It Is said that she will
receive $3,000 and her expenses for the sir
months in which she will be on duty. Mrs.
Greenfield, having an invalid husband anda family to support, began driving a few
summer visitors about Manltou and the
Garden of the Gods years ago. Now sha
is the proprietor of a flourishing establish-
ment.

"World's) Greatest Strong Box.
The western vault In the United States

mint, now being constructed In Philadel-
phia, will, it Is said, constitute the largest
strong box in the world. Its- various di-
mensions are upward of nlney-eigh- t. fifty-tw- o

and ten feet, and the several compart-
ments into which It is divided will have a
total holding capacity of $112,000,000. To sil-

ver dollars. It may be noted, this western
vault will be devoted entirely: the other
two, cast and north, being designed to
contain silver bullion and gold coins respec-
tively.

Oppoied to Encores.
"It is a Sanford man," says the Kenne-

bec Journal, "who has this statement sewn
to his undershirt: 'My appendix has been
cut out,' and he explains his case In this
way: "You see these aro the palmy knif-
ing, days of the surgeon. If a man falls in
a fit, faints or happens to lose conscious-
ness for any reason, they cart him off to
tho hospital nnd operate for appendicitis
without waiting for him to come to and
say what ails him. I've been sliced open
once and I don't hanker for encores. "

Same Old. Fake.
Schlatter, the "divine healer." who is now

in Boston, announced upon arriving In that
city that he proposed to be burled for forty
days at a depth of 100 feet and that God
would resurrect him at tho end of the pe-

riod named. Tho board of health, however,
refused to Issuo a burial permit unless a
certificate of death should be filed. Of
course this nctlon of the board was a great
surprise to the "divine healer" at any rata
ho said It was and so the credulous people
who had counted upon witnessing the In-

terment

A rrollflo Writer.
Mrs. Emma Marshall, whose death Is an-

nounced from London, was one of the
most voluminous of writers there were
over 100 titles to her credit in 1SS8. where
tho available record stops, and as she was
only 67 years old when she died she may
have published a great number mora in
the eleven subsequent years. As her first
book appeared In 1S6I. when she was 29.
sha had for twenty-seve- n years produced
"an averago of four and one-fift- h books a
year.

Canary Bird Fenat.
One of New York's rich young bachelors

who has passed a good many years In Bo-

hemia chasing strange gods and goddesses
is said to have given to a local bird dealer
an order for 230 young canaries, with which
ha expects to regale a small party of
friends at a fashionable dinner In a large
hotel. Tho birds will cost hlra 60 cents
apiece, and a dozen will make a good
mouthful. Live canaries will sing during
the feast.
Hampton's Latent Hardship.

General Wado Hampton has lost an-

other houso by fire several misfortunes of
tha kind having preceded this, beginning
back in the civil war. But this time his
tine library of 6,000 volumes was de-
stroyed. It was a severe blow to the gen-

eral, who. In his declining years and pov-

erty, had come to pass most of his time
among his books.
Matchless Match Fnrnltnre.

Perhaps the oddest suite of furniture In
the world Is owned by Joseph Berger. a
hotclkccpcr In Budapest. For many years
he has made it his business to collect
match boxes from factories of various
countries. His collection aggregates 4.X)
boxes. He ordered a skilled cabinetmaker
to equip a room with lurnlture made of
these boxe3.

The Admiral Enjoyed the Joke.
At a recent minstrel performance on the

Olympla the end man said of the battla
of Manila: "Dewey Is to be tried for court
martial for opening a shell game at Manila
on Sunday." The admiral was present,
laughed heartily and gave the performers
twenty-fou-r hours release from duty.

Good Money In It.
Leipzig made a good Investment In buy-

ing and tearing down the old Pleissenburg
on the city wall, the scene of 'the debate
between Luther and Eck. The city paid
4.13O.O0O marks for the castle and has sold
the ground since for building sites for
6,130,333 marks.
Iron From the Sea.

It Is probable that few people "know what
an enormous quantity of old Iron In tha
shape of anchors, chains, etc:..'Js annually
rescued from the sea. During ten months
as much as 120 tons weight was ,dredged
up on the east coast of England alone.

Snlt Against a Bishop.
Bishop Tugweli. of equatorial Africa. Is

defendant in a slander suit brought against
him by Europeans who did not like the
sound of his statement that 75 per cent of
deaths of Europeans on tho coast of Af-
rica was due to drunkenness,


